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NEWSLETTER 24 JUNE 1991

1 ED TORI AL APOLOGY.

Due to a great pressure of work that cannot be postponed, the
perfunctory nature of this newsletter will hopefully be no nore than a
tenporary blip in the annals of WWS publications.

2 1991 PROGRAMVE.

Qur organi zer Liz Pugh now being otherw se occupi ed, Wekend Meets have
taken a nose-dive. W are now greatly in need of a replacenent, and offers,
with ideas for Meets, will be nore than welcome. Meanwhile, thanks are due
to Liz for services rendered in the past.

a) Summer Meet North Wales. 12.00 an Sunday 23rd June 1991
*kkk kK '\D‘l’E C‘_iA,\E |N DATE *kkk kK
Leader: Trevor Chesters, Phone 0244 675826
Meet at Loggerheads County Park about 3 miles west of MOLD on the Ruthin
road. The car park is 200 yards beyond the Loggerheads Inn, (the one
opposite the Inn charges £1 ). W shall visit the Gan Alyn Mne etc. and
John Taylor leat, also gold mines in the CLWYDIAN Hills.

b) Autumm Meet South Wal es, Nantymwn. 12.00 an Sunday 29 Septenber.
*kkkkkkkk '\D‘l’E C‘_iA,\E |N DATE *kkkkkkkk
I have recently surveyed the remains at surface and there is far nore to be
seen than | remenbered, including ancient hushing systems and (possibly)
Roman workings. The way to the mine is up an unnetalled road about 1/2
m | e beyond RHANDIR MYWN, north of LLANDOVERY. You turn right through an
iron gate at grid reference 775445. The Mne is a further 1/2 nmile up the
track.

Note: No pub is handy, so please bring your own refreshnments
We have permision for access fromthe Econonmi c Forestry G oup.
Leader is David Bick.
c) IRISH TRI P Postponed indefinitely due to problems over the water.

3 FIELD MEET REPORTS.

a) Adit Digging Goup: No activity as yet.

b) Ladywel | Engi nehouse: Repair work postponed.

c) Red Dragon Dig: April 1991. A nunber of dedicated workers under
Simon Harris continued the dig, and found a splendid cast-iron flask,
presumably for Mercury. Hopefully we shall see this on a future neet.

d) NAMHO Conference: My 1991. O ganized by the WS, the event proved
very enjoyable and was generally acclained by one and all. Mich credit is
due to the Vernons and Alan Wllianms in particular, and also to the many
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Field Trip organi zers, speakers, and to all who contributed in various ways.

I, nyself received a pair of knitted woolly socks with a WS/ NAMHO enbl em
made by the fair hands of Boo Vernon - kindness itself, for | had done
little enough to deserve them Hopefully they will be worn at the next
neet !

4 WS BONE CHI NA MUGS
The new special limted edition is now available fromthe Pound House,
or at a neet - too fragile to post.

5 DAVID RCE - NEW ADDRESS
Qur menbership secretary treasurer now resides at
20, LUTTERBURN STREET,

Phone 0752 896432

6 MONSTER ORE SPECI MEN

Recently while staying at RHANDI RMAYN, near Nantyman, the |andl ady
showed me an enornous boul der of SOLID GALENA that nust have wei ghed 1/4
ton, found in ploughing a field, and the biggest lunp of ore | ever saw.
She said there was no risk of theft as it was too heavy but | told her not
to be too sure of that!

7  NANTYMAYN ( see Item2b )
During a survey here, | encountered evidence of early hushing systens
that need a full investigation. The whole site is very inpressive.

8 ACCOVMODATI ON OFFER

Ben Brownless is usually at his country abode near Betws y Coed in the
hol i days, and has kindly offered, subject to a small charge, a barn with
facilities, for nenbers who prefer a roof over their heads to canping under
canvas. For details phone:

0344 885713 termtine

0690 5317 hol i days

9 | NFORMATI ON REQUI RED
John Bennett would |ike to know anything about Captain H TCHENS,
KNAPP, NOTTI NGHAM AND WASLEY. Please wite or phone 0606 889325.

10 SLATE DEVELOPMENTS | N GAYNEDD - a report by Ben Brownl ess:

I't has been interesting to watch recent devel opnents in the slate
industry in Gwnedd. Two quarries (to nmy know edge) have re-opened and
the idea of re-opening several others has been floated (Rhosydd, Croesor,
Cwt -y-Bugail for exanple). Recent increase in demand and the current
difficulties experienced as a result of the collapse of the working face at
Sir Afred MacAl pine's operation at Penrhyn have perhaps gone sonme way to
stimul ate production.

Nationwi de Sl ate Products, financed by a Guernsey based investment
conpany, have started to operate Croes-y-ddwy-afon (near what was once the
hi ghest petrol station) and Owmmorthin quarries. The conpany's
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admi nistrative base is at Croes, and the conpany presently enploys about 50
peopl e here and 25 at Owmmorthin. At Croes the |and belongs to the Crown.
At Owmorthin M Evans Jones has | eased the mineral rights to NSP. Both
operations are open quarrying, involving the renoval of pillars and chanber
roofs and floors.

The Croes mine was originally a small open quarry with two underground
level s drained by an adit towards the road. A short incline was presumably
used to bring the state out to the workshops (although the OS. map
suggests the adit may have been the main egress). Wen visiting about 5
years ago | was unable to discover how this incline nmght have been
powered - it seens too small for a water bal ance.

NSP have a 10 acre site which should give many years useful slate
production. There are 2 digger/loaders, several |arge dunp trucks and a
' down-the-hol e' pneumatic drilling machine on site, this latter producing
strai ght, inmpressive four inch holes. The mll contains one |arge di anond
tipped circular saw table and five dressing bays.

Apart fromthe sale of roof slates the conpany continues to | ook at
ot her by-products:

1. Peat, but this is too acidic and has to be retained
for landscaping at a | ater date.

2. Crushed waste for roadstone, but this at present is
not cost effective, partly because the material has had such a bad press
after failure when incorrectly used in one or two road schemnes.

3. Slate dust recovered fromsettling ponds after
mlling operations, but to dry this may be too difficult.

The future may enable themto | ook across the road to the granite
quarry opposite to extract road stone (the overburden) first, and thus to
get at what shoul d be good slate beneath. The twin nmounds of Carreg y
Foel -gron woul d conceal this operation extremely well.

I find the recent expansion of the slate industry exciting because it
is such an inportant part of the industrial heritage of this area. The
provi sion of |ocal enployment can only be a good thing. Wth the
responsi bl e attitude shown towards conservation and safety by the NSP |
wi sh themwel | .

11 ANOTHER M NE I N THE MARCHES

| amtold of a linestone adit on the steep hillside at CREDENHI LL ( GR
4459 4485). Would sonmeone like to kindly report on what there is to be
seen ? Every school boy learns there are no mines in Herefordshire, yet
they keep turning up - coal, iron, gold, stone and silver sand, and
hopefully there will be nore.

12 THE M NERS LAWP

From candl e to cap-lanp, the exhibition by several Wl sh nuseuns
shoul d be worth seeing. It includes material on nmetal and slate mines, and
is on view at the Welsh Industrial and Maritime Miseum Bute Street,

Cardiff, from14 May till 14 July, thereafter touring Wales at sundry sites.

For nore details phone R Prothero-Jones, 0222 481919.

13 MORE NEWS
Further itens are being held over to NL 25 when hopeful |y your worn out
editor will have time to prepare a bunper issue. Meanwhile many thanks to
all past, present and future correspondents.
David Bick (Editor) June 1991
Pound House, Newent, 4 os. Phone (0531) 820650.
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Some sni ppets from Davi d Roe
14 SUBSCRI PTI ONS
The address | abel gives the expiry date of your subscription payment.
Shoul d you be in arrears then £2 per year would be gratefully received by
the Treasurer, David Roe,
20, LUTTERBURN STREET,
UGEOROUGH,
| VYBRI DGE,
DEVON. PL21 ONG

Payment of 2 years at a time is even nore gratefully received.

15. GREAT ORME M NE LTD

Under the headline 'Mne shut for 2000 years hits jackpot' the Guardian
(7th May) reported on the above enterprise at Llandudno giving 16 colum
inches to the story of bronze age mining finally overwhel med by cheap
continental inports.

16 FORROVENT

This former Welsh Gold mining group which now 'trades in American

stainless steel’ was the subject of a management Buyout with shares closing
at 2p. (Daily Telegraph 7th March).

17 COOKED BOCKS.

Desnmond Congdon, a Cornish tin mner who 'went to seek his fortune in a
Wel sh gold mine' was Jailed for 2 years at Truro for his part in an

al | eged £450,000 fraud at C ogau St David' s M ne between 1983 and 1988 and
later at another conpany in his native Cornwall. (Wstern Daily News

Mar ch) .

18 PLAS TAN Y BW.CH
Some of the courses offered include:

GEOLOGY AND SCENERY 13th - 20th July
ARCHAEOLOGY SUMMVER SCHOOL 4th - 1lth August
SLATE SURVEY I0th - 17th August
ANCI ENT M NES 17th - 23rd August
ROCKS AND M NERALS 31st - 7th Septenber
ORES AND M NES 1lth - 14th Cctober

Pl ease contact Margaret G iffith, Plas Tan y Bw ch, Maentw og, Bl aenau
Ffestini og, Gwnedd, LL41 3YU. Phone 0766 85 324.
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