Welsh Mines Society

(Member of The National Association of Mining Historical Organisations)

NEWSLETTER 20 JUNE 1989

1. For your diary - SUMVER MEET (10th Anniversary) 24/25 June

Menbers shoul d al ready have had details. However, the tine of the Saturday
start was omtted. It is 10 am for the short trip, 12 noon for the main
trip, both comrencing at the Qutdoor Pursuits Centre, Llyn Sarnau, Gid ref
779593. The evening gathering is at Princes Arns Country Hotel, Trefriw,
phone 0492 640592. The guest speaker is Dr David Jenkins of Bangor

Uni versity, and his subject is "Scientific Aspects of Mning H story in
North Wales". In view of recent bronze-age discoveries, this promses to be
a very interesting address.

Pl ease bring slides etc. in case tine pernmits for further talks.

For any queries about accommpdation, canping etc., please phone John
Bennett 0606 889325. For both days a packed lunch is suggested. W are
nuch indebted to Dr David Jenkins, John Bennett and Rob Vernon for
contributing so much to the weekend.

2. AUTUWN MEET 30 Septenber/1 Cctober, SHROPSH RE LEAD M NES

(Note new date). This is our first venture outside the Principality,
and our thanks are due to George Hall and Dr Ivor Brown for |eading the
trips.

SATURDAY Meet mid-day at the Nags Head | nn between Pontesford and
Pont esbury on the A488. To see the snelting works and engi nehouses of the
Pontesford Coal field. Thence to Snail beach Mne arriving at the Vill age
Hall at 3pm to see the mine, railway and snelter, finishing about 6pm No
underground trips. Evening at Bishops Castle Hotel, phone 0588 638403.
Buf fet neal about £5, B+B £15. George Hall, phone 0544 231006, will talk on
the Shropshire mines. Qhers speakers will be wel cone.

SUNDAY Meet 10 am The Cak Inn, O d Churchstoke, north of A489 road
grid ref 287952, phone 0588 5574, for a short trip, returning 12.45.
Depart 1.15 for the main event including Roman Gravel s mne.

3. GWYNFYNDD GOLD M NE

The mine is still threatened with inmmnent closure. Whatever happens
we nust hope the chances of future mining are not jeopardised; one C ogau
show mne is surely enough, though even this project at present seenms in the
nel ti ng-pot, depending on a public enquiry.

4. CWWYSTWYTH M LL AND GREENS FOUNDRY, ABERYSTWYTH

At the time of witing the mll still stands, though it is inminently
for dermolition and transplanting, at least in part, to the LI ywernog M ning
Miseum The future of Green's Foundry is in the balance, with rumurs that
it may also end its days uprooted and rebuilt at Llywernog. Surely this
cannot be a serious possibility; the converse woul d al nbost nmake nore sense.

5. RARE M NERAL I N M D- WALES

George Hall was recently escorted by Neil Hubbard to a site near
Ystrad Meurig where the mineral Allnmanite (N ckel-antinony sul phide) occurs.
It apparently |ooks |ike gal ena.

6. ESGAI RMAWN
Last week | was at Esgai rmwn on a fine spring day hel ping George Hall
and Neil Hubbard with certain teething problems at the mll, which is in
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general behaving very well. The throb of a diesel engine and the sight of a
trambeing filled were heart-warning indeed for those who hope to see a
revival of mining in Md Wales. Afterwards we retired to Pantyfedwen,
Strata Florida for the night. W dined about 1/2 past 7 o'clock on a cold
collation and apple pie taken very freely with a rich old claret. W drank
to all friends in England as also to the mnes, just as Francis Thonpson had
done in simlar circunstances just up the road al nbst exactly 200 years ago.
(See dd Metal Mnes of Md Wales Part 1, Page 36). It is too nuch to hope
that someone will be doing the sane two centuries hence?

7. BOOKS (NEW

a) THE M NES CE GAYDIR FOREST - Part 1, Llanrwst mine. This |ong
awai t ed series by John Bennett and Bob Vernon is in the press and sanpl es
may be available in tine for the June neet.

b) THE GREAT ORME COPPER M NES 48 Pages £2.30 by post from 26 Carnen
Syl va Road, Llandudno, Gwnedd. This little book by Don Smith is
remar kably good value. | was kindly invited to the |aunch in February and
| earnt about the extensive Bronze-age workings that are to be opened to the
public. Actually to see slides of the 19th century |evels driven through
the consolidated breccia of ancient deads full of stone hammers was a very
sobering experience, and enough to convince even the hardened sceptic.

c) THE O.D METAL M NES OF M D VALES Part 3 (North of Goginan), David
Bick. This long out-of-print volume is now on sale in revised form price
£3.95 + 35p postage and packi ng

8. BOOKS WANTED
Steve Grudgi ngs, 37 Laverstoke Lane, Laverstoke, Whitchurch, Hants,
seeks the Moorland photo al bum of Shropshire M ning Scenes.

9. CAVI NG BOOKS
For a detailed list for sale, apply to Anne O dham Rhychydwr,
Crynych, Dyfed, SA41 3RB.

10. PAPERS/ ARTI CLES

a) The 1988 edition of Archaeology in Wales contains a great deal of
interest regarding pre-historic and early metal mning, including details of
the Early M nes Research Group, Excavations at Parys Muntain and Nantyreira
by Sinon Tinberl ake, Stone Tools and Early Mning in Wal es by John Pickin,
An Anci ent Leat Near Dol aucothi Gold mine by David Bick, Geat Onme Copper
M nes by Andy Lewis and L. A Dutton, Parys Muntain by Stephen Briggs and
LI anberi s Copper Mne and its Antiquity by David Bick.

b) The Last 100 Years of Mning at Pontrhydgroes. This illuminating 5
page article by George Hall was published in the Mning Magazi ne, February
1989, and thanks to his untiring efforts the chapter is not yet closed.

11. LLANFAI R SLATE CAVERNS
The manager M R G Owen is very anxious to locate 1 or 2 old mining
trams for display. Phone 0756 780247

12. THE WELSH M NES SOCI ETY AND CONSERVATI ON
During the past year or two | have been involved in the follow ng
proj ects.



a) Report on the |A of the Mnera mnes. b) Report on the |A of the Parys
Mountain mines, c¢) Report on the |A of the Dyfed mines, d) Report on the
I A of the Prestatyn - Dyserth area. e) Menber of the I.A Panel of the
Royal Conmission for Hi storical Mnunents (Wales). f) Menber of the IA
Panel of the Forestry Conmission, Forest of Dean area. g) Liason with CADW
re listing of the Bull Engi nehouse at Bedwas. h) Inventory for CADW of
engi nehouses in Wales. i) Assistance with an Ironbridge Gorge Museum
raining report for English Heritage. j) Finding a new use for a 78"
Corni sh engi nehouse in the Forest of Dean. k) Preparing text for an |A
trail leaflet for AM plc/ Gwnedd County Council. |) Preparing draw ngs for
an lAtrail leaflet for dwd County Council. m Preparation of guidelines
for consultants etc reclaiming old mine sites. n) Correspondence with
Gwnedd County Council re. their Draft Structure Plan. 0) Sundry articles,
| ectures and activities relating to | A and preservations.

In addition to the above, Sinpbn Hughes, Bob Vernon and others are al so
very active and | will be pleased to publish details upon receipt.
Interest in old mines is growing alnost too quickly for confort, and there
is a danger that serious and irrevocabl e danmage coul d be done without sone
formof liason with all interested bodies and a guiding policy - this being
the aimof item (a) above. To this end also, an inportant conference has
been convened - see bel ow.

There is scope for WVB nenbers to becone actively involved in
conservation etc., provided a suitable target and willing | andowner can be
found.

13. CONFERENCES

a) British Metal Mning Heritage : Conservation Interpretation and
Research. Joint AlA/NAVHO. 16/17 June 1989, Loughborough. Speakers
i nclude Marilyn Palner, lvor Brown, Rob Vernon, Lynn WIllies and Peter Crew
For details apply Marilyn Pal ner, Departnent of Hi story, Loughborough
Uni versity.

b) NAWVHO Conference. Lake District 14/16 July. Details phone
Ambl esi de 32127.

c) Association of Industrial Archaeol ogy Conference Huddersfleld
9/ 10 Septenber. Details from David Bick.

d) Historical Metallurgy Society Conference Matlock 22/ 24 Septenber.
Details from David Bick.

14. YSTRAD- El Nl ON AND BRYN- YR- AFR

Alan WIlliams wites to say much information on plant and nachinery
for sale at these mines is in the Mning Journal 1900 p 671 and 1903, p 521
respectively.

15. PEMBROKESHI RE COPPER (N L 19 Item 17)

According to Peter O aughton the workings were at Porth Taflod, GR
717232, shaft now filled in. Tony O dham has kindly sent a good article
from The Penbrokeshire Magazi ne Novenber 1985 on the Treginnis nine.

16. CWM Cl PRWTH

P d aughton al so reports an article in The Great Qutdoors February
1989 on the Snowdonia mines with photos of the restored waterwheel. The
flat-rods are also to be rebuilt and generally the Snowdoni a National Park
is to be congratulated on the treatnment. This site will become one of the
beat, and probably the best, | A restoration jobs in \Wales.




17. HOOK COLLI ERY, near Penbroke

P O aught on advi ses us the punping engi ne house was recently
denol i shed alter partial collapse of the shaft. Are there any photos of the
bui | di ng?

18. LLANENGAN mi ne Ll eyn Peni nsul a (near Abersoch)

| came across an old postcard recently showi ng an engi nehouse here
whi ch housed a 40" Cornish engine, put up in the 1870s. Does it still
st and?

19. COLLI ERY PLANT
Mary Hyde reports sundry mning plant has gone from Pontypridd
Pol ytechnic to the Heritage Park at Lewis Merthyr Colliery for exhibition

20. I NSURANCE

Pl ease contact Alan WIlianms (new address, 4 Tarlscough Lane
Bur scough, Ornskirk, Lancs, L4Q ORJ) for details of insurance that NAVHO
provi des for W/ nenbers

21. ALAN MARRI OTT AND W R EVASON

Menbers will be saddened to | earn of the recent deaths of these two
nenbers. The Evasons often attended neets till noving to Scotland a few
years ago

22. CRUSHI NG WHEELS AND THEIR ORIG N

The birthplace and inventor of the "Cornish" rolls has given rise to
much debate, but they were pretty certainly introduced first of all into the
north of England. 1In a letter dated 31 January 1853 to the M ning Journal a
M Dol phin says he worked in his youth for Frederick Hall, nmanaging partner
of the Derwent M nes, who carried out many inprovenents "he devised the
first crushing rolls to...supersede hand | abour”. The exact date is not
given but by inplication was not |long after 1807, certainly before 1812, and
possi bly even before 1807. W are indebted to George Hall for this
i nformation.

23. WATERVWHEEL WANTED

I amon the | ook-out for an ol d waterwheel about 10ft dianmeter in any
condition. Any information gratefully received (phone 0531 820650) It is
to be used for blowing an iron bloonery in d oucestershire

24. ACKNOW.EDGEMENTS
Thanks are due to all nmenbers who have contributed itens for the
Newsl etter. Deadline for next issue, Md Novenber

DAVID BI CK (Editor) 0531 820650 May 1989

£2 subscriptions to David Roe, 14 Hillside Drive YEALMPTON Devon
PL8 2NT

STOP PRESS "PlI GS AND | NGOTS" PHOTOGRAPHI C EXH Bl TI ON BY TI NA CARR AND
ANNEMARI E SCHONE OF LEAD AND SILVER M NES OF CARDI GANSHI RE TUES - SAT 10-
5pm FFOTOGALLERY 31 CHARLES STREET CARDI FF UNTIL 12th JULY



