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Editorial 
 

At the Mellington Hall conference, I was particularly struck by David James’s comment that 

enthusiasts such as himself could access old mine workings without the health and safety 

constraints that prevent professionals from venturing into such places. It reminded me that 

amateurs, through pursuing their interests, can add immensely to our knowledge through their 

research. The fruits of amateur (but not amateurish) activity was apparent in the presentations of 

a number of the speakers. While the internet enables much research to be done at home, it is 

nevertheless a time consuming and sometimes costly process to access archival material to put 

together a paper. Having said that, all the speakers, whether independent or attached to 

academic institutions are to be commended for the quality of their research and the high quality 

of the conference. The one obvious omission was a presentation by a female – perhaps this can 

be put right in future Welsh Mines conferences. 

 

I must pay tribute to John Hine (Mole), our outgoing chairman, who has carried out his role 

wisely and effectively over the past eleven years. He was a popular but reluctant recruit, having 

been the only one to object when he was first elected to the office. He tirelessly carried the flag 

for the WMS at innumerable meetings of caving and mining organisations across Britain and 

will always be remembered for his enthusiasm to go down any hole available, his beloved bike 

and sidecar and for his wine making abilities. He will of course, continue to make a valuable 

contribution to the Society with his wealth of knowledge of the mining scene, especially that of 

the Forest of Dean and we can look forward to NAMHO on his patch in 2018. 

Thanks for looking after us for the last decade! 

 

WMS Spring (Indoor) Meet - Sunday 19
th

 March 2017  
Hosts  Neil Culross and Jo Dawson, Tel. 01874 638 212,  E-mail : mtn-biker@hotmail.co.uk  
Neil and Jo have kindly offered to host the Spring Meet again in 2017, at their home near 

Brecon: "Tan y Neuadd", Cwmcamlais, Brecon, LD3 8TE. 

All members are welcome.  Arrive at any time from 10:30 a.m. onwards.  Tea, coffee, and 

biscuits will be provided. The meet provides an opportunity for chat, and to show &/or view 

presentations, however, please note the following: 

 - Neil and Jo do not have a projector or screen so an offer to provide these would be welcome. 

 - It is envisaged that presentations will be shown in the barn, therefore it would be helpful if 
people could bring a folding camping chair or similar, as the seating will be otherwise limited. 

The usual arrangement of a lunch-time buffet meal is offered.  People requiring this should 

contact Neil by email, by 10th March at the latest, and they will be informed of price etc., once 

numbers are known. There is plenty of camping or floor space available for anyone wishing to 

come the night before, as well as one double bed and two single beds (single beds in same room) 

on a first-come first-served basis for people travelling some distance. 

There are various mines and quarries within 30–60 minutes drive for those wishing to do 
something extra and there is walking in the Brecon Beacons or locally from the front door. 

"Tan y Neuadd" is located at NGR : SN 9523 2645. 

Satnav for LD3 8TE says you have arrived when you reach the farm at the top (south end) of the 

valley – keep going, Tan y Neuadd is about halfway down the valley. 

WMS direction signs will be placed on the road junctions at the top and the bottom of the valley. 

mailto:mtn-biker@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mtn-biker@hotmail.co.uk
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WMS Summer Meet 2017  Led by Neil Culross and Raymond Griffiths 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June  

This will be in the Llangynog area where there is a wealth of lead and slate mining remains. It is 

hoped to visit, among other sites, Cwm Orog Lead mine, Craig Rhiwarth lead and slate workings 

and the Llangynog Lead Mine. 

 

WMS Autumn Meet 2017  Led by David Roe 
Saturday 23rdh September - Red Dragon Mine 

Return to this iconic mine near Dinas Mawddwy which was the subject of much debate and field 

work by the WMS in the 1990’s.There will be a short walk up the valley and a visit to the mine 

buildings, including the remains of the Perkes’ mercury amalgamation treatment plant installed 

in the 1850’s. 

Sunday 24th September  - Cowarch Mine and “The Friar’s Coat” Mine  

Again a return to a David Bick classic location. The day commences with a visit to the limited 

remnants of the Cowarch Lead Mine before a very stiff climb up the pass to the iron ore mines at 

Tyllau Mwyn. 

  

Full information on both meets will be in the Spring Newsletter. 

 

Report - Autumn Conference - 'Hall-Fest' - Saturday 24th September 2016 – 

 ‘The fascination that is in all mining’ 

 
This conference had a long gestation. George had requested that the collection at his funeral 

should be donated to the Welsh Mines Society and in the usual osmosis of ideas that is used to 

run the Welsh Mines Society it quickly became apparent that many WMS members wanted a 

conference to celebrate George’s life and contributions to Welsh Mining. The very generous 

donations, including a number that were made by those who were unable to attend the funeral, 

meant that we could afford to make it an event to remember – and that is certainly how it proved 

to be!   

 

Back in 2006 George and Nheng had popped in for a cream tea at Mellington Hall near Church 

Stoke in Shropshire and George had been so impressed that he had booked Mellington Hall for 

the Bickfest that he was organising for the next year.  That event was a huge success – and the 

ambience of the building and grounds, combined with the quality of the catering – particularly 

the afternoon cakes – became writ large in WMS history.  So the choice of venue for the 

“Hallfest” was easy to decide – it had to be Mellington Hall again. Over two years ago it was 

duly booked again for September 2016. Behind the scenes for the last 12 months Rob Vernon has 

been using his impressive conference organisation skills to the utmost as he wove a web of 

interconnecting talks bringing together the many aspects of George’s life.  These had to include 

George’s enthusiasm for practical mining, mine exploration and history, his achievements, the 

people he touched and inspired, his humour, his interests, and his family. 

 

The title of the conference emerged quite late on and comes from a remark made by the late 

David Bick in his preface to Old Metal Mines of Mid-Wales Part 1 about Pontrhydygroes “for it 

was here that my friend George Hall introduced me to the fascination that is in all mining”. 

 

And so it was with an air of anticipation that nearly fifty WMS members met at Mellington Hall 

on Saturday 24th September this year – and they were not to be disappointed. 
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The chairman for the day was David Roe and he was ably supported by Joanna Dawson who was 

surprised to be unexpectedly promoted to IT senior manager and who kept the PowerPoint 

projections under control throughout the day while David attempted to shepherd the WMS 

through the tight schedule. We started with Tom Hall, who was attending with his brother Will, 

and he talked about what it was like to grow up in a household dominated by mining and 

bicycles.  It was enormously enjoyable talk and at times the black and white photographs of 

George’s mid-Wales escapades with David Bick in the 1950’s made Wales look as unpopulated 

as the Rocky Mountains. George’s enthusiasm for combining family holidays with heavy duty 

labouring to clear long lost adits was also well illustrated. Terry Evans followed this with a heart-

felt talk on his early adventures with George both in Wild Wales and down town Jazz Clubs.  At 

one point we thought Terry would treat us to a few ditties on his trusty saxophone which shared 

the conference floor with him, and of course we had an inside view on the life and times with the 

Bick Wagon. He concluded with the confession that he was often the go between when David 

and George had a “tiff” over matters of mining history. 

 

George’s Book on the Metal Mines of Southern Wales was mentioned by several of the speakers 

as the book that brought them to mining and for the chairman the description by George of the 

“Treharne’s” mine was a spur to exploration of remote mines and so it was a pleasure to have a 

contribution by Terry Treharne on how his father, Idris Treharne, and George, had worked 

together on this remote mine which was probably the last lead working in Wales.  

 

Stephan Green then took up the theme of George’s enthusiasm for gold mining – and gave us a 

flavour of the turbulent life of William Pritchard Morgan - the Welsh Gold King.  A larger than 

life figure - he rampaged from the Welsh Valleys across the world to Australia, then back to 

Wales at Gwynfynydd. Later he became a Member of Parliament, finally ending up deeply 

involved in dubious mining deals in the Far East. And of course there is the odd coincidence that 

the William Pritchard Morgan business trajectory crossed that of another George W Hall – a 

fellow Welsh mining entrepreneur who went to Australia but ended up being heavily involved 

with Pritchard Morgan at Gwynfynydd.  This was more fully elucidated by the next speaker, 

Alwyn Evans, who unravelled for us the complex life of “his” 19th century George W Hall and 

then joined up the present day links with “our” George W Hall. 

 

Ivor Brown was next up and had a wonderful series of black and white photographs from 

George’s collection showing the Shropshire mines in the early 1900’s. Shropshire was obviously 

one of George’s earliest mining interests and many of these photographs have not been available 

until now and what a treasure trove they will prove to be.  David James followed this with a 

fascinating insight into the extensive research work carried out both below and above ground at 

Rhoswydol – again using much material from George’s archive of papers and plans. 

 

We had hoped that the next item would be from Simon Hughes but sadly ill health prevented him 

from attending – he was greatly missed and we wish him well.  Rob Vernon stepped into the gap 

with a light soufflé of a presentation as an entrée for lunch at 1.00 pm and gave what proved to 

be a highly amusing talk on the depiction of mining life in cartoons – many of them using the 

Cornish miners in Australia as the butt of the joke. 

 

Rob did well to quell the hunger pangs aroused by the thought of lunch - and what a lunch we 

had! It was billed as a buffet lunch – but it surpassed most of our expectations in both quality and 

quantity. The Conference Chairman was concerned that his flock might fall into deep post 

prandial slumbers but such was the buzz of enthusiasm on all things mining that the problem 

turned out to be more one of getting everyone back into the conference room in attentive silence 
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for the afternoon’s presentations. We were immediately treated to a fascinating talk by an old 

friend and colleague of George – Simon Timberlake - who gave a splendid overview of ancient 

mining in Wales ranging from Copa Hill to Ty Llwyd near Dolgellau. This smoothly segued into 

Alan Williams’s talk based on the work he is currently doing for his PhD which aims to pin 

down where the copper from Bronze Age implements found in Britain and across Europe 

originally was mined. His forensic analysis of copper ores, smelting residues and bronze artefacts 

is clearly showing that the Great Orme mine was not only a major producer of copper ore, but 

also that it played a key role in the trade in bronze across Europe.   

 

David Sables has long been interested in the lead mines around Strata Florida and he talked of 

combining local historical sources, walking the hills and good old fashioned spadework to throw 

light on Monastic mining in medieval times. The final speaker in this section was to have been 

Chris Williams but ill health meant he could not attend.  David Roe stood in to give Chris’s talk 

reviewing the use of oil lamps in North Wales mines which ranged over topics from the Cave 

paintings of France to lead Roman oil lamps found in Shropshire. This presentation is part of a 

wider review of lighting in the metal mines of north Wales that Chris is currently working on. 

 

And then it was “Afternoon Tea” - and what a spread it was!  Vast quantities of cream cake were 

provided and consumed with enormous enthusiasm. The Chairman became slightly frazzled as 

his efforts to gather his flock back into the conference room were drowned out by enthusiastic 

ruminations and high volume mining chatter.  We got started again at 4. 20 (the day’s long 

running joke) and immediately settled down to an exposition by David James on an approach to a 

practical geology for the central Wales ore field. David’s wealth of knowledge and understanding 

on how the lead and zinc lodes might be predicted threw light on a problem that has perplexed 

miners over the centuries and he concluded with a stirring appeal to amateur mine explorers to 

continue their work of gaining access to the rock faces underground so as to assist with 

understanding the workings of the ore field’s lodes, roots and shoots.  Graham Levins continued 

to keep us awake with a welcome overview of the work of the Welsh Mines Preservation Trust to 

which George gave so much of his time and enthusiasm.  It was good to be reminded of just how 

much the Trust has achieved in the last couple of decades.  And then we came to a preservation 

problem which must be very much in our minds – what to do to preserve and enable access to 

George’s archival legacy – and Hugh Ratzer, who with Dave Seabourne, was asked by George to 

look after it, gave an overview of this huge task and his encouraging progress report on what has 

been achieved to date brought us to the conclusion of the conference.   

 

It is probably true to say that all who attended felt it was a superb day where we met old friends, 

remembered those who are no longer with us but most of all were treated to a feast of mining 

subjects that were without exception absolutely first class.  Rob Vernon must be singled out for 

praise in putting together a programme of talks that was perfectly balanced to make an 

exceptional day of “The fascination that is in all mining”. 

 

It is hoped that the next Welsh Mines and Mining Journal will be a collection of papers on the 

conference proceedings and will be available in 2017. 

        David Roe 
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September 2016 Field Trip Report 
 

The Sunday Field Trip on 25th September in the aftermath of the “Hallfest” started at the Bryntail 

Lead and Barytes mine site before splitting into two groups, the first accompanying David Roe 

went up the hill to the Bryntail and the Glyn Mine eventually arriving at Penyclun while the 

other party accompanied David James around the extensive site at Aberdaunant.  

 

About 25 of us met at the Bryntail Mine carpark and crossed the footbridge over the river and 

toured the Bryntail barytes mine site below the Clywedog dam.  David James provided a wealth 

of geological information on specialist areas such as the material in the grinding wheels 

displayed and on the flagstones that make up the barytes acid washing baths which are in a fine 

state of preservation. I am very grateful to David in that he elucidated my confusion on the use of 

acid resistant lead in these tanks.  I had assumed they were lead lined – of course they are lead 

sealed.  Overall this a fascinating site – splendidly explained in the Excursion booklet description 

of Bryntail, originally written in 2007 by Roger Bird.  A site were one could spend many hours 

trying to elucidate the centuries of endeavour and the many changes in its fortunes.   

 

Just before 1 pm the party divided as planned and seven WMS members headed up the hill with 

their leader toiling up behind.  The Bryntail magazine and shafts were looked at along with a 

small adit in a road exposure before a light lunch taken in between what could be described as 

“sunny period and heavy showers”.  Refreshed by the moisture and lunch we inspected the 

Gundry engine house and then walked around the farm and past the almost invisible Murray’s 

shaft over the Glyn workings before eventually emerging on the main road.  

 

After another brief but heavy shower we headed down the track and over the field to Penyclun.  

The owner of Penyclun farmhouse briefly accompanied us and demonstrated the depth of the 

engine shaft by the time honoured “throw in a lump of rock”.  We then descended to the Engine 

house splendidly preserved in 2007 as a result of the efforts of the Welsh Mines Preservation 

Society and saw with relief that the chimney stack still stands in its Leaning Tower of Pisa 

repose.  The mine building area has been fenced off to prevent sheep and cattle grazing on it and 

as a result it is now many feet high in shrubbery.  Apparently this has been done on the insistence 

of Cadw – perhaps we ought to make representations to them that this might not be a good idea. 

At this point we found the section of the Excursion Guide originally written in 2007 by the late 

Steve Oliver and Christine Smith immensely useful in locating the scattered remains of the wheel 

pit, magazine and lower workings and mine site.  Large quantities of barytes ore were inspected 

and several hefty lumps of galena were surprisingly present on the lower tips.  We then walked 

up to the dam and back via the Penyclun farmhouse to return to Gundry’s Engine house.  It was 

now a pleasant afternoon punctuated by showers and rainbows and we descended to the Bryntail 

dressing floors were one of us still had the energy to look for the settling ponds and 60ft wheel 

pit.  The day finished with a scenic walk along the tramway and leat through the Allt y Gelli 

woods above the Clywedog to the main Bryntail site.  Sadly we forgot to look for the Allt y Glyn 

lode discovered in in 1862 and which gave rise to the enthusiastic description “as promising as I 

have seen for years”.  Generally felt to be a good day out. 

 

David Roe 
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David Roe explaining 

the intricacies of the 

Bryntail site on the 

field trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aberdaunant ‘side-trip’ 
Following the collective visit to the Bryntail site a dozen souls with limited time or endurance, or 

memories of a strenuous Penyclun trip in 2007, elected for a relatively short trip to Aberdaunant, 

a site never previously visited by WMS. Aberdaunant has not yet received detailed study but it 

reported activity to the Mining Journal between 1867 and 1878 with returns of dressed galena of 

about 120 tons  and ca 32 tons of blende between 1871 and 1876. It lies on the Bryntail Lode, 

now thought to be an extension of the Van Lode system with which it links by a relay junction 

just E of Penclyn. At times it was worked with Crowlwm which lies immediately to its east but 

west of the River Clywedog. It is certain however that Aberdaunant was worked before 1867 and 

its opencast portion may be much older. 

 

The trip began at Bryntail (Figure 1, location 1) by pointing out the lack of knowledge as to the 

Crowlwm workings close to river level on the west bank of the river which may lie in densely 

wooded private ground. By the Bryntail footbridge (2) the SE Crowlwm trials along the ravine to 

the SE were pointed out; and that they are best visited at low water! The party then followed the 

main road to a prominent quarry (3) exposing the Van grits with ripple-marked surfaces 

prominent, then looked above the road (4) to see the tip from an upper drift adit at Crowlwm. 

Skirting the Pen-y-gaer hill fort in increasingly heavy rain we then turned SE along the dip slope 

of the grits (5) and picked up the line of the Bryntail Lode by surface trials (6) along a clearly 

expressed topographic feature caused by grits in the lode footwall and mudrock in the hanging 

wall. The rain then ceased and the sun returned. Descending to an area of stope collapse and/or 

trial pits (7) a little to the NE of Rule’s underlie shaft we then had a productive diversion to the 

opencast (8, Figure 2) where excellent specimens of galena and pyromorphite were found. From 

this elevation the engine house for the 1878 vertical shaft could be seen to the SE in thick sodden 

bracken but was not visited. Further descent via Rule’s shaft and its access/drainage adit to the 

remains of the dressing floors (9) was by minor tracks in thick bracken and the party then found a 

good view of the deep adit portal, still open but too wet for entry. It leads to a major collapse on 

the lode but gives useful 3D control on lode dip which here is ca 76° to the SE. The return was 

made along the ‘precipice walk’ footpath (11) which gave spectacular, near aerial, views of the 

Nant Gwestyn valley to the SW and hence to the main road (12)           David James 
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Figure 1. Location map based on extract of the 1:25,000 scale OS sheet 214. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. The Aberdaunant opencast. 
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The new chairman of the Welsh Mines Society - Neil Culross 
 

At the Society’s AGM at Mellington Hall in September, 

Neil Culross was appointed our new chairman, taking 

over from John Hine. In an exclusive interview with the 

WMS Newsletter, Neil tells us a little about himself. 

 

How did you become interested in mines?  

Caving introduced me to mines. My fascination in 

Welsh mines and quarries was born out of seeing them, 

often from a distance, while out hill walking and 

wanting to know their history and where they went. 

 

Are you interested in any particular aspect of mine 

exploration - industrial archaeology, mining history, or 

underground exploration, for example? 

All of these, as they complement each other when researching mine sites. My article on Nant a’r 

Nelle in this issue is a perfect example of this, in which all aspects contribute to our knowledge. 

This is especially true when underground exploration can confirm aspects of archival research. 

 

Do you belong to any other mining or caving clubs? 

I had been a member of the Gloucester Speleological Society since 1995 until moving to Wales 

last year. Now it’s just the WMS and WMPT – who needs anything else?!? 

 

What about other interests besides caving and mine related activities? 

All aspects of outdoor life -hill walking, mountain biking, camping, firewood collecting, also 

reading when I’m indoors. 

 

Could you tell us a little of your life outside mine exploration? 

I have been a Civil Servant for the last 16 years and currently work as a Storeman. Through my 

job I was lucky enough to transfer to Brecon 18 months ago and live in the Brecon Beacons with 

my fiancé Jo, 2 cats and 24 chickens! 

 

What do you like about the WMS?  

The promotion prospects! Seriously though from the start it was clear that it didn’t matter how 

little I knew about Welsh mines, I was made very welcome.  I enjoy the mix of different 

knowledge bases and the opportunity to socialise with like minded people.  

 

Would you make any changes to the Society? 

Changes? Maybe introducing one day field meets. There have been a number of occasions where 

discussion in the field has produced new theories and these occasions are a great way to meet up 

with friends and further one’s own knowledge. Greater use of the WMS ‘E-mail Discussion 

Group’, myself included, to share information, pose questions and seek answers or even arrange 

trips outside of the scheduled field meets.  

 

How do you see the future of the Welsh Mines Society? 

The future? Although I enjoy the field meets and look forward to the Newsletters, outside of 

these there is little interaction available for the members. We live in a digital age and the current 

generation, and those to come, make use of blogs, Facebook and the like. Instant gratification, 

updates etc. This style of communication may not be everyone’s cup of tea but I fear that if the 
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WMS does not embrace modern trends to appeal to, and draw in the younger generation the 

membership could shrink away, which would be a great shame. 

 

What is your favourite mining area and particular mine? 

Mid and North Wales are my favourite areas. Probably my favourite ‘mine’ though is an 

underground stone quarry in the Cotswolds. It was here that my regular mine exploring partner 

and friend, Phil and I had several major digs where we broke through into new passages, so 

extending the previously known length by about 1km. 

 

What underground experience would you not want to repeat? 

While exploring a new section of a mine that my friend and I had dug into, a pair of large 

boulders shifted as my friend climbed between them. Fortunately they didn’t squash him but one 

came my way necessitating a rapid retreat. The small-car sized boulder stopped where I had been 

standing. The consequences would have been extremely serious, we (nervously) laugh about it 

now! 

Being partially buried when some of the roof fell in on a dig. Being hit on the head by a large 

rock in the same dig on a different occasion giving me a stiff neck for a week or two. 

Funnily enough all three incidents were in the same mine and with the same digging companion! 

Moral: don’t go digging with Phil. Or me! 

 

 

 

Publications and online resources 
 

Mining History Volume 19, No.3, Summer 2015-  

Mining Legacies: History, Archaeology and Environmental Impact.  

The proceedings of the NAMHO Conference held at Aberystwyth University 28th June-1st July 

2013  

Edited by Peter Claughton and Catherine Mills, Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd, 

paperback, 96 pages, illustrated with photographs, plans and maps, A4, ISSN 1366-2511  

 

Contents:  

 Managing the Environmental Legacies of Frongoch Lead and Zinc Mine- P.Edwards 

and F.Murphy  

 The Monks Who Mined?- D.Sables  

 New Investigations and New Ideas on Prehistoric-Roman Metal Mining- S.Timberlake  

 Silver in Queensland: The Problem of Ore Processing- P.Claughton and L.Anguilano  

 Lead Mining Landscapes of Southern Spain- R.Vernon  

 Medieval Mining in Saxony- Selected Results from Excavations of High Medieval 

Silver Mines in Dippoldiswalde and Niederpobel- C.Hemker and I.Burghardt (with 

S.Matson)  

 Excavations at Pitchcroft Limestone Mine, Church Aston- D.Poyner  

 Penmaenmawr Quarries- T.Brewis  

 Lead and Zinc Mining in Flintshire- the Engineering Legacy for new Development- 

K.Nicholls and J.Hutchinson  

 The Neston Coalfield- P.Pritchard  

 Management of the Mining Heritage on Mynydd Parys- D.Jenkins  

 Mining Legacies and Cultural Landscapes: The Case of the Sicilian Sulphur Mines and 

the so-called “Yellow Gold” in the XIX Century (Poster)- G.Tabita 
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Where’s the Path 3 

This mapping program has been around for a while, but a revision in 2013 has improved its 

functionality. It shows a dual display, with satellite imagery alongside mapping in a variety of 

formats. Due to licensing constraints, the modern 1:50 000 mapping has a daily limit and may 

not be available, but the out of copyright historic 1:25 000 (2 ½” to the mile) mapping is useful. 

Overlays available include solid and drift geology, and there is a facility to locate features with 

OS grid references or Lat/Long. Well worth a look if you are not already familiar with it. 

 

Welsh Mines and Mining Volume 5 

The proceedings of the WMS autumn conference will be published as the fifth in the Welsh 

Mines and Mining series of publications. Dave Linton, assisted by Pam Cope, will be producing 

the book, which will be entitled The Fascination that is in all Mining. A free copy will be 

provided to each attendee and other copies will be for sale (and at reduced rates for WMS 

members). Dave hopes to have it ready by September 2017 for distribution at the Autumn meet. 

 

Conferences and meetings 

 

NAMHO Conference 2017 will be hosted by the Wealden Cave & Mine Society and held in the 

South East of England, between 23-26 June 2017. 

The theme for the conference will be – “Mining History Organisations - Achievements and 

Challenges" 

 

Website - www.namho2017.info                   Facebook - NAMHO Conference 201 

 

NAMHO Conference 2018 will be hosted in the Forest of Dean. 

 

NEWS 

Awards for Dr David Gwyn’s Welsh Slate book. 
The RCAHMW publication Welsh Slate – Archaeology and History of an Industry, by Dr. 

David Gwyn, has won the British Archaeological Award for Best Archaeological Book. The 

book was recognised by the panel of judges as an outstanding contribution to industrial 

archaeology and social history. This is the second award for Welsh Slate; earlier this year Dr. 

Gwyn received the Peter Neaverson Award for Outstanding Scholarship.  
The book is available in both English and Welsh versions from the Royal Commission: 

Welsh Slate: Archaeology and History of an Industry (ISBN: 978-1871184-51-8) 

Llechi Cymru: Archaeoleg a Hanes (ISBN: 978-1871184-52-5). 
  

 

Collapse of Clay's Engine shaft at site of former Vale of Towy Lead mine, 

Llangunnor, Carmarthenshire. 

 

On 28th June 2016 several newspapers and BBC Wales reported a collapse of ground at Towy 

View Park, Llangunnor near Carmarthen and on the 30th of June the South Wales Evening Post 

reported that after heavy rain, the size of the hole had increased and a storage shed had collapsed 

into it. The Council's official line is that it was a matter for the landowner, unless it threatened 

the stability of the adjacent unmade road, which has been closed as a precaution. The collapse is 

located at the site of the former Clay's Engine Shaft which is 124 fathoms deep. A photograph 
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showing part of the collapse, is shown below.  The low wall in this photograph is all that is left of 

the former engine house. Another  photograph shows that there is a concrete slab hanging over 

the collapse.  This was a base for one of the “mobile homes” which occupy the site, which had 

presumably been moved sometime before the collapse, perhaps due to ground instability. The 

collapse has also broken the drainage pipe from an adjacent mobile home which has apparently 

been temporarily vacated. 

 

Whilst Clay's shaft is the deepest shaft on the mobile home site there are without doubt other 

shafts and shallow workings on this site that have not been properly backfilled and capped. 

 

As the site is private property I did not venture onto it. Better photos have appeared online taken 

from within the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Llangunnor gravestone 
 

Whilst at Llangunnor I went to look at the churchyard, from which the mine site is clearly visible 

and found a grave containing two Cornishmen who died there, buried with a six year gap. 

Presumably the headstone and burial was paid for by the mining company. (See photograph on 

p.12). The inscription reads “SACRED to the Memory of William Sarah. A native of Perran in the 

County of Cornwall who was accidentally killed in the Vale of Towy Lead Mine in the Parish on 

6th Dec 1849 Aged 29 Years. His sober demeanour and gentle manners rendered him sincerely 

beloved and deeply regretted by all who knew him. Boast not thyself of tomorrow for thou 

knowest not what a day may bring forth Prov. XXVII.In the midst of life we are in death. 

Also of Josiah Northy Cornish Miner who was accidentally Killed in the above Lead Mine on the 

3rd of Dec 1855 Aged 42 years.” 

 

The deaths of these men were reported in an article I wrote for NL 72 Spring 2015.                            

      Above two items - Mike Statham 
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Llangunnor gravestone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

John Connell de la Rue Bevan 
The Society has been contacted by Carrie Lowe, who is researching her family tree. She has 

come across John Bennett’s 1991 paper "John Connell de la Rue Bevan and the East Cornwall 

Silver Mining Company" and writes the following: 

 

“From my research, I have an ancestor named John Connell de la Rue Bevan (also written 

as John de la Räe Connell Bevan). He was born in 1808 in Gibraltar, and died in 1883). He 

married Emily Passey Butler in 1838, and they had several children. By the 1871 census, he had 

married again - to Jane. 

Given the personal detail of John Bennett's 1991 paper, it would appear that his John Connell de 

la Rue and mine may be one and the same. 

John would have been my great-great-great-grandfather. His daughter Emily Ivans / Ivens 

Harris Bennett (nee Bevan, 1839-1897) was my great-great-grandmother. Her son Ernest 

Emilius Bennett (1860-1932) was my great-grandfather, and his daughter Brenda Cummins (nee 

Bennett, 1918-1993) was my grandmother.” 

 

She would be interested to hear from members who have more information about this man and 

his family. She may be contacted through the Editor. 
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Interesting find at Yspytty Ystwyth 
Graeme Tyson writes the following: 

 

“We live in a house constructed sometime in the 1890s that is adjacent to the Glogfach mine at 

Ysbyty Ystwyth, which was part of the Lisburn mines here. As far as I know Glogfach stopped 

production prior to the 1890’s but I 

may be wrong. 
 

Today we were cracking up a 

cement slab in the front room that 

had been laid when the house was 

renovated in the 1980s. When this 

was smashed up we found a slate 

slab had been dropped into the floor 

to act as a retainer for the further 

concrete slab poured into the under 

stairs cupboard. 
 

The slab is approx 24” by 12” and 

is missing the very last inch or so on 

the right hand side. The writing 

carved into it is a fine serif style, 

starting with a monogrammed 

‘TSH’ and states: 

 LEVE 

  WAS 

  COMMENCE 

             AD 189 
 

We assume it stated    “Level was 

commenced AD 189*” and that it is 

from a mine working. 

I cannot get the slate out of the floor 

without totally destroying it I’m 

afraid.” 

 

Happily, Graeme was able to remove the stone intact to take the photo above and later wrote: 

 

“I have spoken to a chap who lives in the village here and he found a gravestone in his floor with 

a miss-spelling in the carving which suggests that it was used as Victorian landfill – that set me 

to wondering about this one as there is no sign of weathering/aging and maybe the stone cracked 

on the right hand edge either during carving or maybe it was dropped/damaged in some way.” 

 

Does anyone have any clues to the provenance of this stone? 
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Mid Wales Mine Captains 
Robert Storeton-West, of Biggar, Scotland, writes to ask if there is a list of the mine captains 

who were active in Mid Wales. Such a list would be useful for cross referencing for family 

history purposes. He has pieced together a history of the Tregonings, who were his ancestors, and 

hopes to provide an article for a future newsletter. 

(One advantage of a Cornish name is that it would be much easier to trace in Welsh records than 

a Jones or a Williams – Ed.) 

Sandycroft steam winches 
I am writing from South Africa regarding the above subject. I use to live in Sale in Cheshire 

before emigrating to South Africa many years ago. I am currently busy with my PhD in industrial 

archaeology having first studied mechanical engineering at Manchester and now archaeology at 

Witwatersrand University in Johannesburg.  

 

I am busy with a project on the silver mining industry of greater Pretoria, and specifically one 

mine which was in operation in the 1880s/90s through to the 1920s. I am writing to you in the 

hope that you will be able to help me with details of some machinery used at the mine. I am 

looking for drawings or pictures specifically. The mine started with what was described in a 

company report as an 8HP Sandycroft Steam Winch, hoist 2 drums. Also one 16 HP Sandycroft 

Boiler supplied with heater.  

 

I have tried searching various sites for information or drawings of this equipment but have not 

been successful and I am hoping that as your society has been busy with so many restoration and 

research projects that you may have the details I am looking for in your records. I am aware that 

Sandycroft closed down many years ago - in the 1960s I think.  

 

I do hope that you will be able to help me and look forward to your reply. 

 

Kind regards 

  Graham Reeks 

 

The Vieille Montagne Zinc Company of Belgium. 
A very successful weekend was held in August at Nenthead, to celebrate the 120th anniversary of 

the VM coming to Nenthead – see  http://vieillemontagnehistory.com/anniversary/ 

As a result, the instigator of the event has started doing research into other mines the VM 

worked.  It is known they operated some mines in Wales, and he is requesting any WMS 

members who may have information, plans or documentation of their work in Wales, to get in 

touch with him. 

Below is a copy of his email: 

Dear Members of the Welsh Mines Society, 

I am currently researching the involvement of the Vieille Montagne Zinc Company of Belgium in 

mines in Wales from 1896 to 1900. The company operated at Nenthead in Cumbria from 1896 to 

1949. I have photocopies of some company documents in French, but I'd like to find 

correspondence or other source information from the Welsh end. Can anyone help? 

The mines concerned are Hafna, Talargoch, Holway, Llangynog, Craig-y-Mwn, Cwm Orog, 

Cwm Glan-Afon and Craig-Ddu. 

Yours sincerely, 

Alastair Robertson 

 

 alastair robertson alastair.f.robertson@googlemail.com 

http://vieillemontagnehistory.com/anniversary/
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Is Bronze Age Irish gold Cornish gold??....... or Welsh or Scottish Gold? 
You may have seen article in the press a few months ago claiming that new research had 

concluded that many of the numerous Bronze Age gold objects found in Ireland (and lesser 

amounts in Britain) may be made of Cornish gold rather than the long held belief that they were 

made of Irish gold.  

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/archaeology/news/cornwall-was-scene-of-

prehistoric-gold-rush-says-new-research-10298343.html 

 

These reports were based on Chris Standish’s PhD thesis, which included chemical and lead 

isotope measurements on a large number of Bronze Age gold objects and Irish gold samples.  

While the Irish gold deposits have lead isotope results that often match the artefacts they do not 

match the compositions, particularly silver levels.  One alternative is that the gold comes from 

Cornwall or Devon, which is what the press has picked up on. Small amounts of gold are known 

to have been recovered during tin streaming (extensively worked in the Bronze Age for tin ore to 

use in Bronze production), but if these results prove correct then the amounts of gold obtained 

may have been much higher than previously thought. However, further research is recommended 

on other possibilities, namely Welsh and Scottish gold deposits and a new joint project is being 

proposed by the National Museum of Wales and the National Museum of Scotland. 

 

I’m pleased to say Yvonne Chesters has generously donated Trevor Chesters’ collection of 

panned gold samples to be used for academic research and in collaboration with the University of 

Liverpool, the samples will be a valuable resource in the new research project. I’m sure Trevor 

would have been delighted that his collection is being used to help solve an outstanding Bronze 

Age mining mystery. 

      

 

Great Orme Bronze Age Copper Mine: Where did all the copper go? 
Some time ago I gave an account of my research project at the University of Liverpool to 

characterise the Bronze Age copper ores at the Great Orme mine using a chemical ‘fingerprint’ 

and an lead isotope ‘fingerprint’ in order to track where the ore went. This project has progressed 

considerably and some preliminary results have been presented to the ‘Archaeometallurgy in 

Europe’ conference in Madrid last June and to the biannual ‘Bronze Age Forum’ in Exeter last 

November.  A presentation was also given at the WMS conference celebrating George Hall’s life 

in September. In the meantime, I have written a progress paper designed for a non-specialist 

audience and this was published in the Great Orme Exploration Society Journal last year and can 

be downloaded from the Great Orme mines website. 

http://www.greatormemines.info/research.html 

Suffice to say the new discoveries being made are fascinating. We have established that the ores 

would mostly produce a metal with significant levels of arsenic and nickel rather than the pure 

untraceable metal previously claimed. We can now trace where the metal went and have 

identified a probable ‘golden age’ of production from around 1500 to 1400 BC (Acton Park 

period of the Middle Bronze Age) which probably made Britain self sufficient in copper for the 

only time in the Bronze Age and saw Great Orme metal reaching the near continent.  

 

  Above two articles-   R. Alan Williams   williamsra@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

http://www.greatormemines.info/research.html
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The Brignant Pipes 
 

Opportunities for in-situ underground inspection of a rising main are now few and making 

measurements while so doing can be both difficult and hazardous. However there are still a few 

places where such pipework has been abandoned at surface and may be inspected at leisure. 

Probably already familiar to some WMS members are the two segments of rising main just S of 

Devil’s Bridge that lie at SN 7627 7557 immediately adjacent to the bridleway from The Arch to 

(the abandoned) Brignant farmhouse. As I am aware of no published description it seems useful 

to place this on record. 

 

The two segments are not surprisingly identical save that one still carries reinforcing strapping 

(photograph). Each cast iron pipe is 9 feet long with an internal diameter of 10 inches and a wall 

thickness of 1 inch. Each end carries a flange for joining that appears to have been shrunk on, ie 

is not part of the pipe casting. The flanges are of 16 inch outer diameter, they thus extend  for a 2 

inch radius beyond the 12 inch external diameter of the pipe. They are one and a quarter inches 

thick and accommodate 8 one and a quarter inch-square bolt holes at regular spacing (ie 45° 

radial intervals in plan). 

 

I am intrigued as to why the pipes were abandoned here and by whom. The mine at Brignant was 

an abortive trial between 1853 and 1855. The lode on which the sole shaft was sunk was 

reportedly 4-6 feet wide (MJ, 1853, 350) and was deemed an extension of the Frongoch lode, an 

identification still carried on current maps. The shaft (SN 7527 7550) had a reported depth of ca 

8 fathoms; it is still open (flooded) but clearly was not pumped. Perhaps the pipes were salvaged 

from Cwmystwyth or another nearby mine much later for drainage purposes (in road culverts ?) 

and then abandoned. If so there is analogy with similar pipes abandoned in the boggy plateau 

area N of the Cwmystwyth mine along the route of the leat between Llyn Isaf and the penstock 

serving the turbine pipeway to the dressing floors. 

 

David James 
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Historic Magnetic Variation in the Central Wales Orefield 
 

If we take the centre of the Orefield roughly around Plynlimon then by New Year 2019 the 

westerly divergence (variation) between Magnetic North and Grid North, with which we have all 

grown up (and which has been operative since about 1660), will thereabouts reduce to zero and 

become easterly. The divergence between Magnetic North and True North (declination), of little 

practical importance to Orefield researchers, will only become zero in 2027, True North lying 

about one and a half degrees east of Grid North around Plynlimon, the current rate of decline 

being about 11 seconds of arc per year. 

 

When making surveys in old mines it is rarely possible to be more accurate, or precise, than about 

plus or minus one degree, even with a precision sighting compass, so effectively we can by now 

treat Magnetic and Grid Norths as the same which makes for an easy life. When I began work at 

Plynlimon in 1964 the variation was about 10°; when OT Jones published his Memoir in 1922 it 

was about 14° and when the first issue of the Mining Journal appeared in 1835 it was about 24°. 

Correcting the (magnetic) bearings given in the Mining Journal to enable plotting on Ordnance 

Survey maps should of course be made with the value of the magnetic variation for the 

appropriate year but finding this value is not always easy. 

 

I have recently come across the splendid web-based calculator available from the curiously-

entitled National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the USA. Simply Google 

NCEI Geomagnetism and follow the links. Using the International Geomagnetic Reference Field 

Model, the algorithm accepts an input of latitude, longitude and any year (even an exact date if 

you wish!) between 1520 and 2019. It gives an immediate calculation of the magnetic declination 

which can be downloaded in several formats including pdf and html and even shown on the 

relevant map (a useful check). The declination can then be corrected to the value for variation by 

subtraction of one and a half degrees if declination is westerly or by addition if easterly. 

 

David James 

 

International early Engines Conference 2017 

Elsecar Ironworks, South Yorkshire 11
th

 -13
th

 May 2017 
Literally as I was putting the final touches to the newsletter, details of the above arrived. A full 

programme of talks and visits has been arranged and registration is now open. Full details can be 

obtained at www.earlyengines.org 
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11
th

 International Mining History Congress Linares  6
th

-11
th

 September 2016 
Seven members of the Welsh Mines Society attended the 11th International Mining History 

Congress held at Linares, Spain between 6th and 11th September 2016. It is said that 'Lead is the 

soul of Linares' and I think those who attended the Congress can verify that fact.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pozo Ancho mine, worked by John Taylor and Sons. 

 

In the 19th century the Linares / La Carolina area became the largest producer of lead in Europe. 

The combined annual tonnage of lead ore just from the three John Taylor and Sons mines 

(Linares Lead, Fortuna and Alamillos) reached 16,000 tons in the 1880s when much of Britain's 

lead industry was starting to decline.  
 

The lead mining landscape around Linares and la Carolina is amazing. The area has the largest 

grouping of Cornish type engines houses outside the UK. The Romans and others had left their 

evidence and artefacts, as well. However, the area grew from 1850 when British, French, 

German and Belgian mining companies introduced innovative technology and culture. The local 

mining history group the Colectivo Proyecto Arrayanes have been recording, photographing, 

preserving and interpreting the mining remains since the final decline of the industry about 

twenty years ago, and were the principal organisers of the Congress. 
 

This was an action-packed Congress enjoyed by delegates from Spain, UK, Japan, Sardinia, 

Scandinavia, Australia, USA, S America, Canada, Poland, Portugal, etc. It was organised by the 

Colectivo with the support of Linares town council, and collaborating Sponsors, that included 

amongst many others, Jaén University, the local Chamber of Commerce and many of the 

surrounding towns.  
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Research Papers on a variety of mining topics, were welcomed by an International Scientific 

Committee chaired by WMS member Rob Vernon. Lectures were held in tandem at the local 

Town Museum (el Posito) with simultaneous translation, as well as at the new Linares campus of 

Jaén University. There were over 70 varied and enlightening lectures and these will be made 

available in a publication later this year. 
 

The Congress was nearly two years in planning, and the modest fee for delegates included all bus 

travel, lunch and dinner, as well as evening entertainment.  
 

The first and last days of the Congress were full day field excursions, to the mining village of 

Centenillo and the la Carolina museum and surrounding area, whilst the last day was a visit to the 

British worked Alquife iron mine, near Granada in addition to a visit to the World heritage site, 

the Moorish Alhambra in Granada.  
 

At the start of each day there was a short field trip to one of the many mines in the area, as well 

as the Roman city of Castulo. The high temperatures were exceptional for the time of year and 

we were glad of the straw hats and fans provided in our packs. The catering staff who laid out the 

occasional buffet in the field, were also appreciated in their bow ties and immaculate dress, 

providing water, juice, drinks, fresh fruit and local tasty treats on perfect table displays.   
 

One morning, in an area of countryside of bad repute, delegates were even besieged by bandits 

brandishing swords and rifles (the local Napoleonic battle-enactment group).  Although they 

ambushed the President, and tried to frighten the ladies, we escaped unscathed.  
 

And at sunset there was always more excitement – flamenco events, chirigota performance (a 

comic performance by a singing group dressed as miners), ‘mining’ art exhibition, a visit to the 

English cemetery, tapas suppers and a bar crawl.  Even accompanying people enjoyed their day 

visits to places of interest – an olive oil factory, a pottery, museums and local historic villages.   

Our memorable final dinner was held in the courtyard to the Linares Bullring. The wine and 

drinks flowed as usual and we lost count of the number of courses of typically Andalucían food, 

which kept coming.  Boo Vernon (with the help of a cap lamp and mobile phone lamp) presented 

a concluding entertainment of music from the places that had influenced mining in Linares. A 

talented Welsh Male Voice Quartet (WMS Members Stephan Green, David Seabourne, Paul 

Smythe, and Australian expat Mel Davies) ably assisted her in a Welsh song (See photo below).  

The Colectivo, Museum staff, translators, technicians, catering teams, drivers, local Hotels, 

restaurants and bars etc, are all to be thanked for their help. Indeed, the friendliness of the local 

townspeople and the pride and interest they hold in their mining heritage was very apparent. The 

Congress was an undoubted success, so much so that one Australian wants to return to Linares 

next Spring!    
 

Gracias a todos en Linares, y ¡además a ti! Thank you so much Linares!  We already look 

forward to coming again!  

       Boo and Rob Vernon 

 

Cynant Lead Mine  
 

The Terry Treharne talk on his father’s mine at Cynant was one of many highlights of the 

September “Hallfest” and it is a pleasure to know that Terry and his son both also enjoyed 

meeting the WMS.  Terry has provided the secretary with a DVD copy of the 1969 BBC 

documentary film “Towards Tomorrow” which extensively featured Idris Treharne working his 

mine at Cynant.  If you would like to share the experience then please contact David Roe. 
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Honestone Quarries in North Wales 
 

Following the item in Newsletter 74 on the Moel Siabod Hone Quarry, it was pointed out to me 

that not all members would be familiar with honestones and their uses. 

 

Honestones (also called sharpening stones, whetstones, oilstones or scythestones) are used to 

sharpen cutting tools. Oil or water is used as a lubricant when rubbing the blade across the stone. 

Natural hones were quarried in many parts of Britain and were widely used until the mass 

production of silicon carbide powder started in 1893, when artificial stones made from this 

became widespread. However, many quarries continued production well into the 20th century and 

natural hones are still produced - the Inigo Jones Slate Works sells a natural slate whetstone 

called the “Dragon’s Tongue”, manufactured from Aberllefenni slate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural honestones consist of abrasive particles embedded in a softer material. Stones with finer 

particles produce a keener edge on the tool, but are slower to work with. Coarser stones are 

therefore needed, for example, to produce a bevel on a chisel. 
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In Britain, honestones were produced in many areas on a commercial basis, for example the 

Water of Ayr and Tam o’ Shanter quarries in Scotland and the Charnwood Forest area of 

Leicestershire. Globally, Belgian coticule stones and Arkanas stones are well known as well as 

stones from Japan, Germany and China. 

 

In North Wales, hone stones were quarried in a number of locations, some as quarries of 

convenience, others as more organised concerns. The honestone quarried in North Wales was a 

fine grained slate which had undergone metamorphosis by being associated with intrusions. The 

most well known locations are Idwal SH 648604 ;  Melynllyn SH 705653;  Cwmffynnon SH 

648560 and Moel Siabod SH 723541. 

 

A.B. Salmen Ltd worked the Melynllyn quarry and sold the hones as “Yellow Lake Oilstone”. 

The company later transferred their operation to the Moel Siabod site, still marketing the product 

under the “Yellow Lake” brand. The Siabod quarry closed in 1918, but the brand continued for 

many years, probably with stones supplied from Aberllefenni by Inigo Jones. 

 

In the USA, especially, there is a great deal of interest in straight (cut-throat) razor shaving and 

inevitably there are on-line fora to cater for the community, for example Badger  & Blade, 

Straight Razor Place and  the Razor and Stone Forum. For the finest sharpening, natural stones 

are preferred and North Wales’ products feature in discussions. Llyn Idwal and Melynllyn / 

Yellow Lake oilstones are still used and traded, usually as “new old stock” or used examples, 

although it would seem difficult to establish the exact origin of many stones. However, “Yellow 

Lake” honestones can be bought on ebay in their attractive original packaging and one seller 

offers what is claimed to be newly manufactured Melynllyn hones sourced from reclaimed stone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources on the archaeology and history of honestone quarrying are scarce and sketchy. One of 

the most useful is by Henk Bos, a Dutch shipwright who was interested in maritime heritage and 

boat restoration and who made a detailed study of natural hones : Grinding and Honing, Parts 1 

to 4, which can be found at    www.bosq.home.xs4all.nl 

 

                           Raymond Griffiths 
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Explorations at Nant a’r Nelle 
The upland area of Mynydd Mallaen lies around 5 miles to the North-west of Llandovery. There 

are a number of valleys that cut into this area, some of which show signs of past mining activities 

and Afon Gwenlais is no exception. Nant a’r Nelle is one of these mines and lies a hundred 

metres or so above the valley floor on the northern side of the Gwenlais.  
 

The first record of mining here is in 1838 when the landowner David Lloyd Harries formed an 

agreement with Wellington Gregory of The Mining Offices, London, to prospect for minerals on 

the Nant a’r Nelle estate.1 With mining activities at Nantymwyn only a few miles to the south 

having started in the 1700’s, or earlier, it is not known whether the mine was started or re-

opened.2 

 

A few years later the farmhouse of Nant a’r Nelle was destroyed by “Rebecca’s daughters”; 

“….this wanton gang of grievance mongers, known by the name of Rebecca-ites; who again 

assembled near Cwmdunant farmhouse in the parish of Cilycwm, on Friday night, it is said with 

the intention of pulling it down, out of revenge to its proprietor, who is one of the most active 

magistrates in the district. The house was, however, spared, but on the following night, or early 

on Sunday morning, another farm-house and buildings, the property of D. LI. Harris, Esq., called 

Nantyranell, in the same parish, was razed to the ground, because the tenant, who had rented it 

was obnoxious to Rebecca’s children, of whom there were about 150 engaged at the destruction 

of the house”.  No one appears to be living at Nant a’r Nelle after 1843.1 

 

Like many metal mines, ownership changed hands over time and new companies were in 

possession in both 1845 and 1854. In 1845 the deep adit was started in the valley bottom close to 

the Afon Gwenlas, and during 1856-57 the only activity recorded at the mine was the driving of 

this adit.2 

 

In the National Library of Wales there are Glansevin documents relating to mining agreements in 

the years 1852, 1860, 1862 and 1865. Interest in the mine clearly continued beyond 1856-1857 

but whether the deep adit ever communicated with the upper workings is unknown.1 

 

Initially the mine appears to have been worked by two or possibly three opencasts, aligned in a 

NW-SE direction.  
 

The mine today  

The north western opencut is approximately 21m long and 9m at its deepest and leads to a water 

filled adit. The second opencast is around 12m long and around 9m deep, between the two is a 

shallow trench nearly 20m long. A tributary stream to the Afon Gwenlais at the south eastern end 

of the third opencast may well have exposed the outcrop in the first instance.2 On the other side 

of the tributary stream lies a shaft approximately 2m square into which most of the stream now 

sinks.  
 

There is a shallow adit, which drains the workings, nearly 20m below on the bank of the tributary 

stream. This adit starts close to the stream and heads in a north-easterly direction. On the hanging 

wall side there is a well-defined drainage channel leaving a narrow pathway to walk on. This 

channel disappears a short distance inside and may well now be filled with silt. The level 

meanders slightly for around 70m before meeting a T junction. To the right, after a couple of 

metres, the passage ends in a choke with water issuing from it. This point corresponds closely to 

the area below the shaft. Turning left at the T junction the level heads north-westerly mirroring 

the opencuts on the surface. In just over 20m a collapse is met but it is possible to squeeze over 

the top. This material appears to have fallen from above, indeed, a climb up of several metres 

reveals a parallel upper level which looked blocked in both directions (but not conclusively 

checked). Beyond the collapse the level is flooded to groin depth and ends after approximately 
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17m in another collapse (possibly a collapsed stope). This point is roughly below the north 

western opencut. On the wall of this flooded section is a carbide inscription – “G. HALL 1953”. 

Outside the shallow adit entrance there is very little level ground – this may have been purely a 

drainage level or it is also possible that the ore was brought out this way. Curiously on the 

opposite bank is what appears to be several moss covered dry stone pillars spaced at 4-5m 

intervals. These gave me the impression of launder pillars but as there is no waterwheel, ancillary 

buildings or machinery known within the steep sided valley below I can offer no further 

explanation. If anyone has any other theories I would be pleased to hear them. 
 

In the valley bottom the only traces of the deep adit that remain are a large level spoil tip below a 

shallow vegetated gully a few metres above the stream. 
 

In 1971 when George Hall wrote Metal Mines of Southern Wales, the Old Series 1” Geological 

Map recorded several lodes in the Afon Gwenlais valley, one of which aligned with the Nant a’r 

Nelle opencasts. The British Geological Survey published in 2007 however, does not include this 

particular lode.3 

 

Clearly there is scope for further research in the area of Nant a’r Nelle, and of the nearby 

workings mentioned in George Hall’s book.  A full survey of Nant a’r Nelle is planned in due 

course. 

        Neil Culross 

References: 

1. Davies, T. and M, (2016) Hanes Blaenau Tywi, Nantyranele, available at 

http://cilycwm.com/historygroup/?page_id=411 (Accessed 15 October 2016) 

2. Hall, G.W. (1993) Metal Mines of Southern Wales,  Nant A’r Nelle, Griffin Publications, 

Kington, pp 61-62 

3. Natural Environment Research Council, British Geological Survey (2007) Lampeter, sheet 

195, 1:50,000, available at: http://www.largeimages.bgs.ac.uk/iip/mapsportal.html?id=1001689 

(Accessed 1 November 2016) 

 

Nant a’r Nelle shallow adit 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

As briefly mentioned at the “AGM”, held between the main course and puddings during the 

evening meal at the Mellington Hall on 24th September, “financially we are doing alright with 

plenty of noughts”. To be more precise I can say that after all the expenses of the “Hallfest” are 

included (which made a modest profit) we now have around £5300 in the WMS account – which 

is probably considerably better than at any time in our history.  A large part of this pleasant state 

of affairs has to be put down to the success of our Journal publications – the first three (The Lode 

of History, Towards a Better Understanding, Metal Mines of Mid Wales) have now made healthy 

profits.  Our most recent journal (Mining Technology) is likely to break even in the next few 

months and may also accrue us a further small profit.  This is almost entirely due to the hard 

work put in by Dave Linton, not just in the initial editorial tasks, which were very substantial, but 

also in the longer term sales work – storing the journals, responding to hundreds of requests for 

copies, making them available for sale at mining events and ensuring that resultant money 

reaches the WMS bank account. The WMS should be very grateful to Dave for the many 

hundreds of hours spent by him on these labours which has made the Welsh Mines & Mining 

Journals so successful. 

 

Another reason for our healthy finances is an as yet unspent portion of the substantial bequest we 

received in 2015 from the Bick family and of this £1000 is cordoned off from the rest of the 

account to be spent on a worthy project.  A little of this money may go towards the proposed 

Welsh Mines Journal No. 5 that will hopefully result from the contributions to the “Hallfest” – 

but again we hope to price that so as to enable a small profit eventually.  Perhaps WMS members 

might like to think of a suitable project on which this bequest can be spent.  One that has come to 

my attention as a result of our visit to Penclun is to offer to pay for a clearance of the shrubbery 

that has grown up around the Penclun engine house – any other ideas would be gratefully 

received by our Secretary, David Roe 

 

       David Roe, Treasurer 

 

Membership and newsletter subscriptions for 2017 
 
Most members will find they have a cheerful fluorescent highlight on their envelopes – that 

means your 2017 subscriptions are due!  If you peer closely at the label you will see that it gives 

what year you are paid up to and whether you are overground or underground BCA insured, or 

just Newsletter only.  Some of you did not get round to paying for this year (and a few of you for 

last year). If you are in this situation (the WMS treasurer refers to you as “miserable sinners”) 

then please add an extra £5 to cover each of the unpaid years to the figures below 

 

WMS membership with BCA overground insurance is £11 (includes Newsletter) 

WMS membership with BCA underground insurance is £22 (includes Newsletter) 

WMS membership where you have BCA insurance through another club or society is £5 (you 

only have to pay the BCA insurance premium once)  

WMS Newsletter only subscription is £5 

 

You must have a current BCA insurance to be a member of the Welsh Mines Society and only 

BCA insured members may attend WMS field trip meetings. (For details of the BCA insurance 

see british-caving.org.uk/?page=3) 
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Where two members live at the same address (and receive only one newsletter) there is a £3 

discount per year from the total fees payable. 

Example:  Member 1 – Overground insurance  £11 

  Member 2 – Underground insurance  £22 

   less same address discount -    £3 

   Total payable for 2017    £30 

 

Your current subscription status is shown on your Newsletter envelope label. If it is highlighted 

in fluorescent colour it means payment is due. Cheques (payable to Welsh Mines Society) should 

be sent to David Roe, 20, Lutterburn Street, Ugborough, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 0NG 

 

Directory     
New Members:   Croeso and welcome to the following new members: 

 

John DAVISON, 97, Falconhurst Road, Selly Oak, BIRMINGHAM, B29 6SB,    0121 415 4812, 

jddj@btinternet.com,          {IA MM S Hendre Ddu Tramway} 

 

Alwyn EVANS 24, Heol Pen-y-Fai, Whitchurch, CARDIFF, CF14 1SB,    029 21328584, 

alwynazo@aol.com 
 

Richard FRYER, 25, The Boulevard, Wylde Green, SUTTON COLDFIELD, B73 5JB,  0121 

373 3568, rfandcf@gmail.com, {H, IA, M' Mc, S} 

 

Philip HOWELLS 16, Ferndale Close, Longlevens, GLOUCESTER, GL2 9RT,      01452 

301877, philiph@btinternet.com,       {A, C, Ge, H, IA, M, Mc, R, S, U} 

 

Iain TAYLOR, 19, Achilles Avenue, WARRINGTON, WA2 9RW,      {C, Ge, H, IA, M, Mc, S, 

U} 

 

Changes in contact details  

 

Simon DOMINY, sdominy@exchangeminerals.com 

 

Jon KNOWLES Hen Dy Gwydr, Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd, LL48 6RD, 01766 772708, 

jonknowles1@btinternet.com 

 

Alan WILLIAMS, r.alan.w@icloud.com 

 

Roy FELLOWS roy@royfellows.uk 

 

 

Please let David Roe david@d-roe.freeserve.co.uk (postal address above)  know of any 

changes to your postal or email address, phone number or interests so that his records 

can be kept up to date.  

This particularly applies to your email address, which is the easiest and cheapest way 

of contacting you. 

 

  

mailto:r.alan.w@icloud.com
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Tailings 
 

Alasdair "Ali" Neill  
Sad news – Alasdair Neill – a WMS member for many years – passed away in his hometown of 

Plymouth on 28th October. He was an enormously enthusiastic caver whose interests inevitably 

included mines and mining history. Alasdair did not attend any WMS field trips to my 

knowledge but he retained a long term interest in mining history matters.       

David Roe 

 

Acknowledgements Many thanks to all those who have provided me with contributions and 

feedback for the Newsletter. Items are credited to the contributor, unless written by me 

(Raymond Griffiths) with the Editor’s hat on. Thanks are also due as usual to David Roe, who 

proof reads and looks after the distribution of the Newsletter 

 

Copy Date for the next Newsletter is 15th March 2017 (although earlier contributions make the 

Editor’s task considerably easier and increase the chance that he’ll be able to fit your material in) 

with publication due mid-April. Contributions to the editor, Raymond Griffiths (preferably by 

email in A5 portrait format to editor@welshmines.org ). When items include illustrations, these 

should be supplied as individual graphics files (ideally in TIFF format) rather than in the body of 

the contribution – detailed information on submission requirements can be found at 

http://www.hendrecoed.org.uk/wms/misc/notes_for_contributors.pdf  

 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect 

policy or the opinion of the Welsh Mines Society, its officers or the Editor. Letters addressed to 

the Editor will be assumed to be for publication unless otherwise stated. It is the responsibility of 

contributors to ensure that all necessary permissions, particularly for the reproduction of 

illustrations, are obtained. Contributors retain copyright of items published and material in this 

Newsletter must not be reproduced without the contributor’s express permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welsh Mines Society 
 

Our new Chairman :  

NEIL CULROSS  "Tan y Neuadd", Cwmcamlais, Aberhonddu / Brecon, LD3 8TE. 
 

Secretary / Treasurer :  

DAVID ROE  20 Lutterburn Street, Ugborough, Ivybridge, Devon  PL12 0NG 

 

Editor:  

RAYMOND GRIFFITHS   “Bryngolau”, Panteg, Fishguard / Abergwaun    SA65 9QB 
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Red Dragon mill, showing the base of the Perkes’ amalgamating machine. 

 

 


